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The Re-Birth of CCS!
July 6, 2016—Our July meeting
gave us the opportunity to meet the
new General Manager of Citrus
County Speedway (CCS), Camron
Ray. This talented young racer from
Inverness updated us on what’s happening over at the Speedway, particularly with respect to their reopening planned for July 30. As most
of our members are aware, CCS is
undergoing a major rebuilding, and
all of us are eagerly looking forward to having our “home track” back in operation.
Camron opened his remarks with an explanation of the slight change in the
Speedway’s official name (it’s now known as Citrus County Speedway and
Track LLC), noting that his family is planning a variety of events that go beyond what CCS offered in the past, including a Jeep Fest, concerts, car
shows, demolition derbies, and so on. He indicated their intent during their
planned 10-year lease is to appeal to many diverse motorsports interests with
a family-friendly environment.
The modifications, Camron reported, include a complete repaving of the racing surface, improved track lighting and sound systems, new aluminum grandstands, a new concession operation, a new three-story announcer/scoring
tower, and a brand new state-of-the-art, automated scoreboard. All restroom
facilities have been upgraded, and individual pit slabs have been built for race
teams, along with new pit-side concession facilities and paved roads in the pit
area.
Camron outlined the classes set to run
at the track, including Sportsman, Pure
Stock, Street Stock, Mini Stock, Mod
Minis, Southern Pro-Am trucks, Pro Figure 8, Open Wheel Modified, Super Late
Model, Winged and Non-winged Sprint
cars, and Go-Karts. He noted that they
also have a Monster Truck that he plans
to use on opening night to crush some
cars.
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August 3 Meeting Preview
The National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) takes center stage at our next club
meeting. Our August 3 meeting will feature remarks from NHRA competitor Tom
Ward of nearby Weirsdale, Florida. Ward, at age 76, is still a regular competitor in
the NHRA ranks, and is best known for his 1984 Stock Class victory at the Gatornationals against a field of more than 80 rivals.
It’s been awhile since we’ve showcased anyone from the NHRA ranks. In fact, it goes all the way back to
February 1, 2012, when we hosted Eileen Daniels as our guest speaker for the night. Those of you who
were able to be with us that night got a glimpse of the “Godmother of the NHRA” as she traced the history of the organization from the mid-1950s to her present-day involvement with the sanctioning body.
She still greets our club members warmly when we arrive at the Gatornationals, and we all enjoy being in
the presence of “NHRA Royalty” when we’re with Eileen!
Our other NHRA-related speaker, of course, was our own Eric Jones, who gave us a sparkling review of
his career in a high-powered dragster. And who could forget the “hands-on” part of the night, with the late
Arthur “Buster” Burt getting some seat time after Eric gave us the tour of the car. Check out these excerpts from our April , 2010 newsletter:

Opening Night at Citrus County Speedway and Track!
July 30—Our home track is back! And it’s back big time, as more than 30 club members made the short
trip over to Inverness Saturday night to be part of the track’s Opening Night Bash. Despite the weather
here in the Villages, we were delighted (well, except for the 102° heat) to find dry weather over there and
blue skies. And the car count! Speedway officials announced that there were roughly 180 cars registered
across the six classes on the schedule and with some of the features sporting 30 cars or more, that was
likely a fact. In the ten or more years we’ve been frequenting the track, we’ve never seen that many fans
in the grandstands...it was reported that late-comers were being
turned away after the stands filled up.
So, it was a great night for the track and a great night for Florida
Stock Car racing. It was also a great night for our group, with our
logo carried by Dora Thorne in the Street Stock class, and by
Josh Todd in Open Wheel Modifieds...all the way to the winner’s
circle, leading 49 of the 50 laps. (See photos on next page)
2

www.VillagesRacingClub.com

Volume 10, Issue 3, No. 103- Page #3

Opening Night at Citrus County Speedway and Track! (Cont’d)
We’re looking forward to many more nights of action over at CCS&T, and their current schedule calls for
racing August 13 and 27. It’s our understanding that Wayne Anderson Racing is planning to get back into
action in the Super Late Model show on the 27th, and that it might be Wayne, Randy, and Ricky in the
field! Stay tuned for further announcements, or keep an eye on the track’s website and Facebook page
for updates.
Here are some highlights from last night...

Clockwise from upper left: The crowd, with “yellow
shirts” in evidence; our group close-up; Josh Todd’s
trophy and ceremonial check; another look at the
crowd and the track in action; our banner on display
at the grandstand entrance.
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Camp Villages 2016—Another Great Round of Racing Action
July 28—Just like the weather, the action was hot and heavy at our annual Camp Villages R/C
Racing event at La Hacienda Recreation Center. With 16 registered drivers, and with a dedicated pit
crew of Club Members on hand to oversee the event, we once again delivered an experience that
might, just might, turn some young folks toward the world of racing. It was a fast-moving morning,
with 2– and 3-car heats paving the way for a final round that produced a four-driver podium of smiling faces.
This year’s edition of Camp Villages R/C Racing was our sixth time around, and it was again an
event that produced as much fun for our members as it did for the young drivers and their parents
and grandparents. Here are some photos that will give you a good feel for the scope of the program…
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Living Legends of Auto Racing Announces 2017 Honorees
Daytona-based Living Legends of Auto Racing
(LLOAR) announced its slate of honorees for their 25th
Annual Awards Banquet. The event is scheduled for
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 at The Shores Resort
and Spa in Daytona Beach Shores. Since 1993, the
LLOAR annual awards night has been one of the highlights of the stock car racing Mecca's "Speedweeks"
festivities. The Living Legends of Auto Racing, Inc., was founded in 1993 with an objective of recognizing those that have contributed to building the sport of organized stock car racing, from the days
of beach racing in the 1940s and 1950s to today's great American pastime. LLOAR is an allvolunteer organization with a membership of more than 600 worldwide, many of whom are instrumental in the maintenance and operation of its "Museum of Racing History" in South Daytona.
LLOAR has also partnered with the City of Daytona Beach in the creation of the "Memorial Brick
Walk of Fame," a permanent tribute to the greatest names in stock car racing. The list of 2017 honorees includes these motorsports personalities:
Pioneer of Racing Award - Brownie King, NASCAR Grand National Series (now called the
Sprint Cup Series) and NASCAR Convertible Series veteran. He competed in 121 sanctioned
events from 1956 to 1961, recording two top-5 finishes and 25 top-10 finishes. In 1959, he
logged a 5th place finish in the Convertible Series standings, one place behind 4th place finisher
"King" Richard Petty.
Distinguished Driver Award - Sterling Marlin, NASCAR Sprint Cup and Xfinity Series competitor. Marlin made 825 starts in NASCAR's top two levels, winning the Daytona 500 twice (1994 &
1995) and the 1996 Winston 500 in a career that ran from 1976 to 2009 and garnered 12 wins
and 12 poles in Cup and Xfinity competition. Marlin was the 1983 Winston Cup Series Rookie of
the Year, and has been recognized twice (1995 & 1996) as Tennessee Professional Athlete of
the Year.
Dedicated Service Award - Allan E. Brown, noted racing historian and former producer/editor
of National Spedways Directory. He is also well-recognized for authoring the "History of America's Speedways - Past and Present," a detailed analysis of over 8,000 racing venues in the
United States. Brown and wife Nancy compiled roughly two million miles in their travels, visiting
and documenting the story of over 2300 tracks in the U.S. Brown is a member of the Michigan
Motor Sports Hall of Fame (2011), the National Sprint Car Hall of Fame (2009), and The Villages
Motor Racing Fan Club Hall of Fame (2014), and in 2002 he and Nancy received the Stew
Reamer Award for lifetime service to the weekly racing industry.
Russ Moyer Media Award - Dave Moody, veteran Motor Racing Network (MRN) and SiriusXM
NASCAR radio personality and SiriusXM voting representative on the 48-person panel that selects the annual class of the NASCAR Hall of Fame. Moody has been a Motorsports broadcast
journalist since 1983, and currently serves MRN as lead turn announcer for Sprint Cup, XFINITY
and Camping World Truck Series events. As host of the nationally syndicated SiriusXM
show SiriusXM Speedway, Moody is recognized by many as one of the most authoritative voices
in motorsports.
Allison Family Award - Chip Ganassi, well-respected team owner and former race car driver,
with a resume that includes five appearances in the Indianapolis 500 in a career span (Cont’d)
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Living Legends of Auto Racing Announces 2017 Honorees (Cont’d)
of six of six years (1981 - 1986). After a driver career-ending crash in 1986, he went on to field
teams in the IndyCar Series, NASCAR Sprint Cup Series, Tudor United SportsCar Championship, World Endurance Championship, and Global Rally Cross. Chip Ganassi Racing presently
fields cars for Jamie McMurray and Kyle Larson (Sprint Cup), Brennan Poole (Xfinity), and Scott
Dixon, Tony Kanann, and Charlie Kimball (IndyCar).
Tribute to the Early Days - Will Cagle, legendary Florida short track driver with over 900 wins
in a 30-year career behind the wheel. He also served as promoter and racing official at several
tracks, and last year at age 78 made a brief return to competition in the Allentown Indoor Auto
Race at the PPL Center in Allentown, PA.
Saturday Night Hero Award - Bobby Brack, South Florida racing legend. Known as "The
Chief", his trademark #57 race car was a fixture on the Southern circuit for over three decades.
As a NASCAR Winston Cup competitor, he raced at such tracks as Daytona, Atlanta, Charlotte,
Rockingham, and Talladega. Brack has been inducted into the Hialeah Speedway Hall of Fame,
the Palm Beach Fairgrounds Speedway Hall of Fame, and The Villages Motor Racing Fan Club
Hall of Fame. Brack's distinguished performances on the stock car circuit earned him a spot as a
stunt driving double in the biker cult film, Wild Rebels (1967).
The Ray Fox Award - Mike Curb, a 40+ year veteran car owner who fielded cars for some of
the sport's biggest names, including Richard Petty, Dale Earnhardt, Dale Jarrett, Johnny Sauter,
and Kyle Larson, to name a few. His statistics include more than 500 wins and 25 championships in 40 different Motorsports series. His resume includes wins in all of NASCAR's racing series, from the K&N East and West series all the way up to Cup level. In addition, he is founder of
Curb records and, while serving as California's 42 Lieutenant Governor, filled in as actingGovernor of the sate during then-Governor Jerry Brown's absence. Curb is a member of
the West Coast Stock Car Hall of Fame (2006).
The Living Legends of Auto Racing Museum is located at Sunshine Park Mall, 2400 S. Ridgewood
Ave. (U.S. 1). South Daytona. They are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and welcome visitors to
tour their facility. If you're in the area, give them a call to find out their operating hours (386-7634483). If you're into stock car racing and NASCAR history, it's worth the visit!

The Villages Cup is Coming—Planning is Underway
Recently-retired President/Crew Chief Jerry Conkle is
leading the team charged with planning for the return of
“The Villages Cup,” the highly-successful go-kart competition we ran in 2010 and 2011 over at Original
Speedway Park. We learned quite a bit from these two
editions, and we’re planning on putting our “lessons
learned” into play as we look toward a mid-October
event down at Bushnell Motorsports Park. Stay tuned
for more details as the planning progresses.
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Your Pit Crew
Tony Kennea, President/Crew Chief (603-9197)
Wendy Touchette, Vice President (303-9734)
Silky Meegan, Corresponding Secretary (259-2029)
Mike Anderson, Social Media Coordinator (217-714-2245)
Gerry Greim, Recording Secretary (215-630-1402)
Tom Horrmann, Treasurer/Official Photographer (430-0195)
Darren Ivey, Special Events Coordinator (552-1977)
Bob & Camille Sherman, Membership Coordinators (751-1771)
Wayne Nolan, Member at Large (750-9082)
John Angiolo, Member at Large (414-305-8094)
Mike Touchette, Member at Large (603-5077)
Tina Ivey, Member at Large, Asst. Speaker Recruiter (552-1977)
Janine Woodsford, Member at Large, HOF Coord. (430-5804)
Syd and Nancy Baker, Hospitality Coordinators (750-2126)
Jerry Conkle, Immediate Past President (750-1185)
Gerry Hafer, Past President (396-9961)
Glen Carter, Past President (874-8152)

Local Racing Corner
These tracks represent the local roots of racing and they need our support! If you’ve been to an event at
any of these tracks recently, you’ll no doubt agree that attendance is down. Car counts are down as well,
and it’s easy to see that either of these facts represents a cause-and-effect situation. If the cars don’t
come, neither will the fans, and it’s becoming a downward spiral that can only lead to the closing of
tracks here in Central Florida. Let’s do our part to keep the sport alive!
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