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Arthur òBusteró Burt 

1929-2014  

We are deeply saddened by the loss of long-time Board Member, stock car 
racing veteran, and dear friend Buster Burt. He passed away on February 19 
after a brief battle with pneumonia, leaving behind a legacy of accomplishment 
from the far north to the deep south. As a member of the Maine Motor Sports 
Hall of Fame and The Villages Motor Racing Fan Club Hall of Fame, Buster 
proudly wore the distinction of being the first Maine driver to make it in the 
South, building a name for himself back in the day when racing was a grass 
roots sport  and grit and stamina were what you needed for success. From the 
dirt tracks in the Northeast, to the Beach at Daytona, to the Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, Buster carved his niche in history and will long be remem-
bered by the many friends he made along the way. 
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Arthur òBusteró Burt 
   

Buster gave us so many fond memories during his time 
with us. Here are a few classic shots from our ar-
chives ... 
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Allan BrownñTwo Million Miles of Speedways! 

Our February 13 meeting gave us an opportunity to meet one of 
motorsportsô most well-known authentic icons...the guy who has 
dedicated his lifeôs work to chronicling the pedigrees of virtually 
all of Americaôs race tracks (and some outside our borders as 
well). Allan Brown and his wife Nancy have covered over two 
million miles over several decades, visiting and re-visiting over 
two thousand individual race tracks to compile the information 
for their National Speedway Directory publication. 

During his visit with us, Allan shared a wealth of memories 
about his visits to racing venues across the nation, as well as 
the many relationships he built with drivers, track officials, and 
media contacts along the way. Allanôs 30-year tour of duty on 
the Directory also inspired him to write ñThe History of Americaôs 
Speedways, Past & Present,ò published in 1984 and now in its 
third edition. This 800+ page digest has been critically ac-
claimed as the only comprehensive historical account of race 
tracks in America, leading nationally known motorsports spokes-
man Dick Berggren (NASCAR on Fox) to observe, ñHad Allan Brown done something else with the time it 
took to write this book, hundreds if not thousands of race tracks would have passed into oblivion without 
national notice.ò  

In recognition of his contribution to motorsports, Allan was inducted into the Michigan Motor Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2011 and the National Sprint Car Hall of Fame in 2009, and in 2002 he and Nancy received the 
Stew Reamer Award for lifetime service to the weekly racing industry. In 2009, Allan turned the reins of 
the National Speedway Directory over to his successors, Tim and Margo Frost of Frost Motorsports LLC, 
an organization committed to building on Allanôs legacy, continuing and deepening the reach of the Direc-
tory and its place in the motorsports world. 

In his column in National Speed Sport News, reporter and frequent club visitor Ron Hedges summed up 
Allanôs visit this way, ñClub members were blown away by the map that Allan and wife Nancy carry show-
ing where theyôve been, especially when Allen tipped that theyôve logged over two million miles in their 
travels selling the NSD and visiting the speedways of America. é Brown figures he has stopped by some 
2300 tracks in his travels and has seen racing at over 1300 of them.  Club members were awed when he 
told them heôs seen racing at nearby East Bay some 60 times and had been to Williams Grove 30 times 
and Skagit in Washington state 50 times.ò In other words, itôs fair to say that the adventures of Allan and 
Nancy Brown have given new meaning to the term ñroad warriors.ò  

 

 

   

  

   

  

   

Nancy and Allan Brown at Allanôs 2011 
induction into the Michigan Motor Sports 

Hall of Fame 

Veteran Sprint Car Driver Set for April Meeting 

April 2ðFor our April meeting, weôll be heading west 
to hear from a veteran Sprint Car and Super Modified 
driver hailing from Wichita, Kansas. Grady Wade, 
2002 inductee into the NMAR High Banks Hall of 
Fame, will share the highlights of his notable career in 
the Midwest, and heôs also promised to throw in a few 
stories about onï and off-track exploits in the rough 
and tumble world of dirt track racing. Grady is now a 
resident of The Villages, adding to our local store-
house of racing talent from years gone by.  


